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A Corpus-Based Study on Political Metaphors and
Translation Strategies

—A Case Study of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China Il
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( School of Interpreting and Translation Studies, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China )

Abstract: Conceptual metaphors feature prominently in political discourse. Their translation is of vital
importance to the establishment of a country’s national discourse and image. Based on corpus approach,
combined with the Critical Metaphor Analysis proposed by Charteris-Black and Metaphor Identification
Procedure by Pragglegaz Group, the paper identifies and counts the metaphorical patterns in the Chinese-
English parallel corpus of nineteen speeches selected from Xi Jinping: The Governance of China 1,
studies the most common conceptual metaphor according to the frequency of metaphorical patterns, and
finally summarizes three metaphor translation strategies, in the hope of providing insights into the study

and practice of metaphor translation in political discourse.
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Fig.1 Conceptual metaphor mapping schema
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Tab.1 The number of libraries collecting different language versions of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China [l worldwide

in 2017 and 2019
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Tab.2 Source domains and metaphor keywords
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Tab.3 Resonance of different types of metaphors
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Tab.4 Resonance of different source domains
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¥ Under the strong leadership of the Party,
we Chinese are marching on the path of Chinese so-
cialism, reform and opening up with pride, confidence
and commitment.
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the governing party of the whole country.
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