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Abstract: Based on the system of modality in Systemic Functional Linguistics, this paper compares the
Chinese and English speeches on science and technology with a self-built corpus, focusing on the different
types, orientations and values of modality. It is found that the modality types are similar in Chinese and
English speeches, but obvious differences are shown in their choice of modality orientation and value.
Chinese speeches are characterized by more implicit objective modal realizations whereas the English ones
are featured by frequent explicit or implicit subjective modality. Moreover, Chinese speeches prefer modal
expressions with middle or low values while modality value makes little difference in English speeches.
The reasons for the similarities and differences are related to social cultural and situational contexts of the

two languages, which contributes to the interpersonal meaning in speeches.
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Tab.1 Orientations of modality
el A EM Bt W0 BePE 2L AR
fHAk: MR 1 think Mary knows. Mary’ll know. Mary probably knows. It’s likely that Mary knows.
AL Fred’ll sit quite quiet. ~ Fred usually sits quite quiet.  It’s usual for Fred to sit quite quiet.
EAt: X5 I want John to go. John should go. John’s supposed to go. It’s expected that John goes.
EAL: BE — Jane’ll help. Jane is keen to help. —

FFEE IS S E X, SPGB A AFRE S EER
KirHA (WFE2),
P2 {WHNH T SRR T A R A,
300 3 At W i) 53R 2[R RE A AR BN [F] 9 S
fd, Fean: must “Ri%” o oughtn’t to “ AT fE”
RIS A EM,; will “JEE” 3 wouldn’t
N7 FFORTPESRE; may “TIHES” S needn’t
“RIREAN” RN AR,

T PR RHEE YRR X T
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AR SCHY B SO YRR39 | TED Talk B
W ( www.ted.com) F1 “—&” W& (https://
yixi.tv/) £ 30 e 1L =AFIRH R YE . ek 60
T B B B OCASAR 2, R S SO PS4 R Oy
16 73 41 7, P RS 2 634 a4 (%) 79
030 i) ), HCHE PRI 28 4 84 #b, TR
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2.81%),
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SCHEUHE A E2REAMINE, RS
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SRR C CRRERT AR BB R
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Tab.2 Values of modality in English and Chinese
IEARE HE e X5 B
[ g ] certainly/ 15 i& always/f:1 require/45 W% determine/— &
A perhaps/FHE usually/f & suppose/ s & willing/AH %L
B possibly/AJ & sometimes/{f /R allow/R] g shall/#; 28
F3 HPEEPESRBXIE
Tab.3 A comparison of types of modality in Chinese and English speeches
o % % b W
e - - - ,
o B, i /% o AL 5 He/% i IR i /% R 5 /%
HROCE E 1163 53.40 667 30.62 256 11.75 92 4.22
Y YF 1135 63.84 216 12.15 377 21.20 50 2.81
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51 1 But my key point here is that we’re going
to have to work on each of these five, and we can’t
give up any of them because they look daunting, be-
cause they all have significant challenges.

B2 DR Ut DU 5 AU T A ) T SRR FRAT T AT BA
PRI G R AL R BT, Y2 AR TR TiX
AT 5 1B ——— % & AR MEAEAT R A4
GEZIDER= AT

f5l 3 Next week I’ m visiting the Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Services, and I’m going to try
to convince CMS to grant appropriate code language
and pricing, so this technology can be made available
to the patients that need it.

Bl 4 HERE LA, AR H
TAEER ST, WoR— % A IRA LM, W
SRR, BB AP TR R e
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51 6 I think if you were to do something like a
DC-to-New York Hyperloop, I think you’d probably
want to go underground the entire way because it’s a
high-density area.
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Fig.2 A comparison of orientations of modality in Chinese and English speeches
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{51 8 And when they’re done, we’re going to hit
“Go,” and robots will start 3D printing in stainless
steel, and then they’re going to keep printing, without
human intervention, until the bridge is finished.
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5110

lieve, and I’m here to make the case, that we’re letting

I’m still excited by technology, but [ be-

it take us places that we don’t want to go.

Ak, hEE IR S (R
AR AEZW ), AHX R 25 5 . S F
X 8 UL 2 B0 (0 P % v o S R — A%
(" 4.13%, 3£10.73% ). &SRR SR X
T SRR 2 A SR & A — BURIA B
2, XA BT U OO R ) B S

900
800
700
600
500

840
708
472
336 321
222

i VR AR X T A 5 P A s TR B . 1) 9 e il
TN R 7 51T I X R 5 mT R
W, A B “nTRe” SEEAIE, ELRTTHE N
BT AU NI ARUL”, B TS
FEER BT 6 2B T think F147]
10 H1[# 1 believe tHZ Wi de ik TS X YRA P 20T
REERHEI , T R R o S YE X
I think S5 FE15 A FH B AR 2, SN2 i P 1)
T, R By e sy 23 8 B ) T
I think ZEH )/ NVEIVE R 5t AN A5 5

(M) BEEERT

AN [ (A A7 A 1) 7 rh e e o 9 ol I 3
MEAR (WE 3) . —F RN HE BT,
#B ) Tl e AR RAE SR (F191.71%,
e 77.86% ) , BAEH A E LK (h 8.29%,
22.14%) .

EH AT, dSGE Rl AR O R 2 T
YOO R, i TR AR E AT (55
K 40.00% Fll 47.46% ), it 55 A A 25 1) 15 2 B n
e “WE YT CRMET “TMIBE” ;T 0L SCYE
PEXFE L L AR R (R 1 AR N -2
(53 91K 29.76% . 41.81% . 28.43% ), &4l F
FALH% will, could, wouldn’t, have to, need 25175 2% Bl
sfiAl. ERBESEXNEEERT, SGE Y
AR 2 T s, SO P R E R A
FE B A TR AR A 72.50%, s T, REE
FITEA TR SO S M . SR EEES
W, “ESANE L 39.56% ., 58.57%.

Bl 11 FREET L RER TR R RN R Z T
ML, WERFREK L (i, W RER &AL
PAEE AR AR, ORI A R A R
THI AT 5% o

16127 188

| ? p—

= () T (75) 1% (%)
116 9 35
127 188 6

B3 HEEAPESHNEESH

400
300
200
100
() () i ()
R 222 708 840
BT P 336 472 321
Fig. 3

Distribution of values of modality in Chinese and English speeches
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51 12 So the real trick of it is not how do you
make it work say 99.9 percent of the time, because,
like, if a car crashes one in a thousand times, then
you’ re probably still not going to be comfortable
falling asleep.

rh ST AR S PR R A R,
B 11 v R —IARREYEE T XL
FRESSAE BRI, 5 [ AR A 3R] “ T g ”
B, ARKFRRE ERRAR T S RIS ;
JeF P BR T will 0 A Sh i p 8 KA,
12 H 15 25 BN probably i A £, Bk 2
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5] 13 Human-Compatible Al f¥) J& 48 18 5 &
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51 15 Every person should have the right to live
life without disability if they so choose—the right to
live life without severe depression;
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EEEARE L, TR E Y A A
WE o

. Z5iE

AHFERT RGBSR GE, X
PR IR D7 AT TSR



388 B BT OR 27 2 i R RHERR)

2023 555 45 %

Y1) R AR TR B0 LG o SR 1 A28 U
AR, (2 SRR 25 AR, S U
FERWE N, FOOEIHR A RS
B TEMSASRETTH, SRR 2
PEIGASTH, T OCEPHEZ I | RS,
PH Y =M R E SR B P . 75,
iR oy ) RN [ R T DU R IB AN R 6 R A,
DURAE 117 A1) Z 18] ) 2H B FA T AT HopvRe 2 Ak
HI T PIRNE & A SO RS SRTRIRIN R , haeisidhak
BN PR R SCA BT 225 . AR SO 3R 283 T
TG S FGRBEAT TR IR LT, T AnTs
ASBIA LA AR 0 A D0 S SO T IS
AR T E—LRIT .

S S

[1] HALLIDAY M A K. An Introduction to Functional
Grammar[M]. 2nd ed. London: Edward Arnold, 1994.

[2] HALLIDAY M A K, MATTHIESSEN C M [ M. An
Introduction to Functional Grammar[M]. 3rd ed.
London: Edward Arnold, 2004.

[3] HALLIDAY M A K. An Introduction to Functional
Grammar[M]. London: Edward Arnold, 1985.

[4] MARTIN J R. English Text: System and Structure[M].
Amsterdam: John Benjamins
1992.

[5] THOMPSON G. Introducing Functional Grammar[M].
London: Arnold, 1996.

[6] HALLIDAY M A K,MATTHIESSEN C M I M.

Publishing Company,

Halliday’s Introduction to Functional Grammar[M].
Oxon: Routledge, 2014.

(7] e IS SUITIE[). SRR IA R R
1), 1998 (3): 57— 60.

(8]  AEL HESM AN SMEE(EEIE RS

(9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

#%),2008, 31 (4): 60— 63.
BT S —— WA TR R[], SMEE T,
2000 (4): 7-12;91.
EIRE N ARG LB — R BRI F 1
R BT, AMEE, 2001 (6): 13 —20.
AKAE. MEBR IS T L B S ST R IR 7R (0], i S
SMBHF, 2005 (2): 1-4.
MARKKANEN R, SCHRODER H. Hedging and
Discourse: Approaches to the Analysis of a Pragmatic
Phenomenon in  Academic  Texts[M]. Berlin: de
Gruyter, 1997.
W s . SRS TB S IER2EALT]. SME S /ME
H#,2006 (1): 1-4.
O’ NEILL K,LOPES N, NESBIT J, et al. Modeling
undergraduates’ selection of course modality: a large
sample, multi-discipline study[J]. The Internet and
Higher Education, 2021, 48: 100776.
R, FEh TR NBRIR L B[], ShE S SMECE,
2001 (7): 6-8.
BAETL. B T I RE IS DUR S A B s LLWFE[]]. 3L
RAME, 2008, 31 (3): 263 —272;329.
TORRES P J. The role of modals in policies: The US
opioid crisis as a case study[J]. Applied Corpus
Linguistics, 2021, 1 (3): 100008.
TFLLIH, A, Th BUA T YA A AR IR0 250
FERTTE[I]. S-S AME#EA, 2007 (5): 21 -24.
HEMRE. FEDOX LR AEITA) M), Jbat: mAEHFE
iR, 2010.
T SCHE. BUSEEXT LA M. b st JEEE SR
AL, 1997.
VERTE. XEIE TS M]. i RIgSMERE I,
2010.

(%% RIF )


https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1004-5139.2001.06.002
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1004-6038.2005.02.001
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1004-6038.2005.02.001
https://doi.org/10.13458/j.cnki.flatt.003297
https://doi.org/10.13458/j.cnki.flatt.003297
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2020.100776
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2020.100776
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1004-6038.2001.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acorp.2021.100008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acorp.2021.100008
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1004-6038.2007.05.006

	一 系统功能视角的情态系统
	一 情态类型
	二 情态取向
	三 情态量值

	二 中英科技演讲的情态对比
	一 语料来源及标注
	二 情态类型对比
	三 情态取向对比
	四 情态量值对比

	三 讨论
	四 结语
	参考文献

