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Perspective of Lefevere’s Rewriting Theory

ZHANG Jianping, GAO Linkun, YU Yanru
( School of Foreign Languages, Jiangxi University of Science and Technology, Ganzhou 341000, China )

Abstract: Authored by Zhang Weiwei, a renowned Chinese political scientist, The China Wave: Rise of a
Civilizational State, is an incisive narrative of China’ s development concept, model and practice.
Published by Singapore’s World Century Publishing Co. Ltd., the English version of the book has attracted
global attention from politicians, mainstream media and English readers. It became a successful example
of constructing China’s political discourse and telling China’s story to the world. Upon discussing the
translation features of the English version with corresponding examples, this paper, with André Lefevere’s
“rewriting” theory as the framework, analyzes the impacts of the three inter-related components, i.e.,
ideology, poetics and patronage, on the manipulation of the translator’s rendition process. The results
show that: the so-called “70/30 approach”, by which roughly 70% is to translate the original text, and the

remaining 30% is to rewrite or revise the source text, spontaneously results from the “invisible hand” of
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ideology. The manipulation of poetics, or literary traditional differences between Chinese and English, is

reflected in the translator’ s lexical, syntactic and rhetoric choices. For the wider global impact of the

English version, Shanghai Century Publishing Cooperation, as the patron of the translation project, also

exerted a profound influence on the translation process.
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51 1 This endeavor is by no means easy and
bound to encounter difficulties and challenges, and
there was even a tragic accident involving a collision
between two second-tier D-type trains (at 200-250
km/h) in the spring of 2011 near the city of Wenzhou,
causing a death toll of 40 passengers, but this accident
occurred after the D-type trains had been in safe opera-
tion for four years, carrying over 700 million passen-
gers.
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5l 2 If we are freed from ideological hangups,
we may come to see that what has happened over the

past three decades in China is arguably the greatest
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economic and social revolution in human history: over
400 million people have been lifted out of poverty, with
all the implications of this success for China and the
rest of the world.
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E X Today’s China, with the aforementioned
three structures, has established an unprecedented
modern state system which includes a unified govern-
ment, market, economy, education, law, defense, fi-
nance and taxation, and the Chinese state is among the
most competent ones in the world, as shown by its or-
ganization of the Olympic Games in 2008 and its gui-
dance for the country’s economic growth.
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¥ Is China’s rise real if its housing prices are
so exorbitantly high that college graduates cannot af-
ford an apartment or even a marital home?
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¥ As an ancient Chinese saying goes, “Aim
high to even get half’. If you aim for the flawed Amer-
ican political and economic system, you will not even
get half of it and will eventually lose all your own
strong points.
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¥ This reminds me of the famous Chinese

story about Tian Ji’s horse racing in the 4th Century
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BC. The story goes like this: General Tian Ji of the Qi
state was perplexed by his constant failures in horse ra-
cing, and Sun Bin, a great military strategist and des-
cendant of Sun Tzu, the author of the famous Art of
War, counseled him to rearrange his horses in such a
way that his best horse would compete with the second-
best horse of his opponent, his second-best horse
would compete with his opponent’s worst horse, and
his worst horse would compete with his opponent’ s
best horse, and eventually General Tian Ji won the race
two to one. The philosophy of the story is to make best
use of one’s relative and asymmetrical strength in any
competition with one’s more powerful competitors.
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¥ In comparison, most developing countries
have never experienced genuine land reforms, so their
poor have neither land nor housing, and are indeed far
poorer than their Chinese counterparts, who have both
land and private housing thanks to the country’s land
reform.
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E X Education Matters. Although China
“ doesn’t produce many Nobel Prize winners” , as
Powell claims, China invests heavily in the basic edu-
cation of the workforce: After decades of investment in
an educational system that reaches the remotest pea-
sant villages, the literacy rate in China is now over
90%. (The U.S.’s is 86%.) And in urban China, in par-
ticular, students don’t just learn to read. They learn
math. They learn science. The article claims that funda-
mentally, they are getting the basics right, particularly
in math and science. We need to do the same. Their
kids are often ahead of ours. And it all starts with the
emphasis families put on the importance of education.
That puts pressure on the government to deliver a de-

cent system.
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