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Problems in the Studies of Nonpersonal Subject Sentences and
the Countermeasures
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Abstract: Achievements have been made on Nonpersonal Subject Sentences (NSS), an important issue in
linguistic studies concerning animacy, but there exist three problems: overgeneralization because of
improper classification, chaos due to the confusing denotation and misjudgments resulted from vague
concepts. Three countermeasures are put forward: 1) to classify NSS scientifically to avoid overgene-
ralization by proposing that NSS results from syntactic and metaphorical devices and the latter include
anthropomorphic sentences and dead metaphor with no rhetorical effects; 2) to define the denotation to
remove chaos by naming the syntactic type as Nonpersonal Action Sentence (NAS) and distinguishing it
from metaphorical types by analyzing its function of “transferring responsibility” to improve its practical
effect; 3) to clarify the concepts without misjudgments by declaring that there are many NSS in Chinese
and that only the rhetorical effects of NAS in English cannot be retained in Chinese. The research is
conducive to solving the long-lasting overlapping problem between syntactic and metaphorical devices
with better effects.
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AR, HIERMAE RN 725 A
SR LI R NSRS A 2R AR S i, R &
FHRAKA G, iR KRR LR FE (Y
PR JEHEAEAFRAT R 8hinl (AT RR ARG

B IR TERE SIESERRAYBhiA), AR “dE
ANFRSIE 7 ), AN TR, WaEs AT hEh
] (RN ARG . Fae . SR R MESE
Ry shinl, @FER “ AFRShIE ), SRR LR
). JEHEAEAFRSRAIE 2 B L IC R A) (4. The
ice melted / The snake bit him ), J&5 4% AFRBhiAAYZY
EBBIEZ “AEANFREE R B “TRFEE R
(f: The village found him happy at home ) ",
N R REE A R FE (AR In B AFRshia),
PR “ NFRATR7M]” (. He speaks English) ;
B2 7Ha, WasfFiEde AFRshia), By a)
( 4n: He has withered ) ; —FHHM K “HRF”
(RIS 1),

Horpr, JEAPR E A2 R A i ST
FENES, BT T —2e iR, (HlAfE AR, 5
SEEL AT AAS R I S 4040 mg 6 iy g 48 g
FHAEAFRFEIER], EFEHHAMEZ KT “HIA
m)7 o RIEIRAER . BREIR A R 2 A

ﬁiI’u‘J (Life SS)

JE AFRE#EA4] ( Nonpersonal SS )
(LR EHEA]: Inanimate SS)

RS R, R AFR R IE AR o A AR,
PBabG RN EEE, RIGEL I
W, BTk MOCBRA R, AATHARIE
T “WFk” DANRYRRE, 2R T Bl i A
AR ANFR EiE4], BRI “HIANA]” (40: The wave
shouted at them ) , i/ 2 J5 A A4 3l 1) S 461 28 17y
B P AT, W Sk, T sERE e,
The pig is running / His paper argued that the idea is
right / The manual describes the tools there; M F2%
WA, NN THBESAARSE, R AFRAT AT, fln
He went to the cinema yesterday, il i, Yes-
terday saw him go to the cinema, j=/: T /A)jk ALY
PR TETER . BRI, LIRSS AR ML
B, FECARARR TR T — 2RI
i G R NI PR B S L LB S e T
it TR AR AR “HEARREIRR 7 Z4h, [H2E
B S B INTEN, XFERYSMNESE L G1E TS
FR, W AR AFR B B RERCRAE
TEMELLORBE 7 OTRA . EAh, T ORER 2 ST
HIIMEFARTT 5, SR ESWSEURITANE
AFREHRAEDGE PR, X WA, T,
WG FAFAEA D), 52— AR
7o Xiﬁi’»ﬂl (Non-Life SS )

Be SLIER A

N iV )
Personal AS
— M
3 Pesh U 23 d NN e S ]

|
JEAFRTT 4] : Nonpersonal AS

Feka . HMAEARR EIH R

EPUNG

(SS: subject sentence; AS: action sentence )
E1 WAFRR/AEAREIEASERENAFRERER

Fig. 1 Sentence hierarchy based on the classification criteria of personal / nonpersonal subject

FE SN F 2R “ TER £184) (inani-
mate subject sentences ) 7 XA, BULTIEL S
TR A G LA I YA Master £
X§ ESP HhEE AFR ETE G HARSIR A5, B3
SR TE R ) vh 3 gl m) SRk ) R X B

( 4n A thermometer measures temperature / Tempera-
ture is measured by a thermometer ) ', A W, [ &k

X AFR IR AWAREST RGERARINITE, 7320
FEHEA L, A AAESEEESZOEA T AR,
(EXTRAEADOR R P B R —
THEIR A E EB TR, WR—HES, IRA
WEEAMATRAIRTE o AN SCHE SR [P JB g Stk %ot i2%
BRI, WA EA IR B S AR
W, HFRIXR, BTRRASCHTTEHE M TR
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20234F 5 H 18 H, EHDL “HE AR EIREH”
“TRFIER” Ny “ T 15 ChEZEARSCER 2%
RREE ) AR R (ERHR <P St
BE7 L SCHR &SRR ER ), 23548 21 42 F1 129
25 3CHik . LA inanimate subject sentences A 5 £ i) 7£
Google AR R, A 125000 54558, HEIEME
M RIFAZ, MOCHES E O RERTETE “ A fn i
(animacy ) 7 XA AN T R mg BV o
Google ¥ K | ScienceDirect, SpringerLink %5 X} %
FHITHR, WA RML R, VA —SLEr
0 17,70 G VY W o 1 S e S 235 (v A ES L B S
TS T 9815 7 AE AFR 18 (impersonal subjects) f*)/4]
T, T8 X AR AFRAE 18, 1005 44 6 5
FYM A" R R A A R E PR
Fr BB —aer™, EANHBE “J0EE
AT FEEA TR aJLIED, EiREeI A8
& “AEANFREER7, M “CTAEARREBERN A
(HPAMETE R “)" XTERA)” ) o CHiF £
S R TR A, FFARE AR A, W A
must for all visitors to Detroit, “Motor city, USA” ,
is a visit to an automobile factory, i #K % HAEE S 1)
“TTXICRA, ABA KT R HBRA TR
THEAREE R IBFE, AT LA ARSI 52 7E
BESAEIE AN ™, ARSI B T AN ]
WA BEAR . AR, EMRETE L R <)
NIRRT “AEAFREB” T
EH T A SCHORE, oK W impersonal subject
sentence A & A 5% B AR, JR K 7E T impersonal
subject 7EJETE H FEARAU SRR BEES . Bl
{R1d) it of there, impersonal subject sentences & H it
oY, there 5| S HY/A)F, Ul It is raining / There used to
be a school here, 5 “IE AFRFEHA]” &8 A[H
REE . IO, A “dE AFRFEIER]” 35 imper-
sonal subject sentences £ SCALIRTLZ W, T X 5
XFHE, ‘HJH4% K nonpersonal subject sentences
MK MRIX A T “5 4 non-life subjects %) A)F”
(R TR ) FEAEAFREF R, EFTE G
WER T 54, 1 HJEE e AT EIE DG 4%
NG A BIRL TEIER. SRS EIRI A RSN
M SR SR AT, (HRAAE “ AR ARRFIER]”
HAEGIERE R R BRIAR T X Fhvn) AR A 40

AAE (personification ) &&E (A% 7 ', EkE bt
BN AHER TIEAMR E B Z 50 (B2 ALY
VFZSLBIEZAA], W0: Socialism isn’t talking all
the time, it is living, it is singing.."" 3% F g A &
N, AOHRFINNAEATRFEE R ZN THA
WAETETF B i, ik B 3R3K A4 2h i B B A Bz i
A SRR TR ks R A AT S, KR 2R
o ERAMULIZ A A e “BRaE” 1
BIE, #4045 4 D14 The rotten apple injures its
neighbors A O 28 H BALAY LA XA+ FEH
KFRIBYFRFER —FIIHE (40 A ruler measures
the size ) B¢ J& I ( 4 The duck died / Olympic flag
arrives in Paris ahead of 2024 Games ), C. &% A+
frefE ., R ARRIMS RN A ST L2
ERTHER, K& M oA ar i S i =ik 7
S PN NS NI i RG] S LR S AN T]
ARZHh “weng” TN RS A N B,
AU, A BV ERR B T B A2 R A5 1R PR 3
AR LA B A0, T DAAR G- b i BH AR BUAE B
MR SE, REALAR B ST AR R BEE 2
SRR, FATT R X e B iR FE IR PR 1
AR L, BRI AT, SR
b AR AR FRATER Ak 2 > SRR A
METE T H S AR
BRI CHEARREER” & AR AR IS
JES— WA NFR FEE P R . R 1
BN E Z 2 ShinliE i i sy ) =, I i
AR ORI, Z5ME, T CE, RS
AN G} =5 I VA S LS e A DS TREZ N
FA O MBERERCRX A H L HIETEN,
WAR RIS B FER RS TEES, R AAAE 7]
M REINI, ZJE MR EEAR B AL, W
B R HAE AR 18R UL ] “RrEhim . B
B 40 A view of Mt. Fuji can be obtained from
here""” / The discovery of new species will lead to new
drugs'”, g H AL A B E RE D REME LRG0
%8, 40 The soft wind kissed the treetops'™, 7] I,
“HENFRIEER]” (R SR BN — AL TIRMIRE .
BE T, R BTSSR R A
sentences with inanimate subjects ( |~ X JCR A ) i#
INRJETER AP
WA, KESEL R, DUEIEAFRF1E 5]
AR AN A J W™ B RAF B, i IR
SFHNETEE N EEEA G, BRREBET
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HEP2RAE N R Y2 TR, DUER . FiEL
- T — A AAFR M EIED . H “ L7 —id
TR IRE S E C EARTE” MR, i
HIT S “ZWAMPEE P E U= 1, FEHK
WA RRFARIBOCE” B, 8T 4R, XA ERK
SRIEAFAE . SEBr L, DUOELMIFR A E i 5326 kb
W, . “HHMRILE, ERAER”, “=
AR —Fh B A Y, SRR S A
FHE, HEEELREEAAE” 5 WIS &, .
PRSI R
CROOHTHEE A, TR . T RIS
DU R AR PR i) 2 0L, B TR
FEHFRAEDN “Diae. Er” 4 (an. “4n]
PISEARVE”, “SPSS BFEI e T DL 58 ik B i 2
7, AR 7, WA RER RS
Z5 K W - T/ ) ) Rt (| PO oo S €28 2
T, MBS, —WIRZ AN, SR kg
FEAJ I S L LR 0, B R FEIR . L,
“HE AFR IR IR A2 T AN I
AHEUES

. MR

N TR ARPIFE N TRHERE , AR LA =
R

(—) RisEoEBREL

PR, B A LR BIGEXT “AFR”
M o i CHRDUE R ) (SBHM), “AFR”
B EETE T v By a] iR 44 1) A TR AF N T R T
I A AR UETE 1 AR 55— AFR, Wrid g AR5
TNFR, HABR S = A PR, HiE “IEA
K7 HIARWGRI T, AR, YR A
BREE—. . A7 1 “ A7, BIVRGSCHTAR )

“it / there” o AR, DUHTE X FE A 1R 2T 1510 1]
TR “JeFEA)” BuiiE (i “TFRT 7, X HE
HEAR DR ), ™ bk, DUERA

CHEARR” MRS, TR, AR AR “JE
AR RBERA % = 46 Uik, Hop “AFk” 45
APEE SR N7, T CAEARRT 4R NZAMNE
HY” . MR “H RA] (life subject sentences ) ”
R0 AEBEN AT, “ARRIT R f810 “aE
B REER R ARG . R . BRI
k75 “T X TJER A (non-life subject sentences ) ”

WA “ NZ AN R s £, “dE AFR
Figh)” B “TRFIER W ANZIMIEY)
W FEFEARS AT FiR it/ there 5157
B FFR “To AFRF 4] (impersonal subject sen-
tences ) ” H'H.

A, SDUE AR AFR 3184 47160 1 ey 15
AABAETEM A F AR, B EREES R o3h4l
N FIBE BT R () H RS 8] . A ) A T )
PINBAERERE S, HRANE AR E .

(Z) WESMEHER SR

1. RGBS LB B

FIERIARTERITETE . WIPEEOR, EH RN
JEAPRES “ AFRIT )7, i A A AR 3R
I “AEANFR TR a4 “AEANFRIT AT,
fe—MIE L “AE PR T+ A FRSh i s ) 14
iAIB T + EAEEURE AR + (1730”7 T
15, 1S EFRRAEARRF Y WA S 2 s N AT N,
HRE b2 TIAY “HESR R s T SR —
FgRE . Bl AR N A — R A, R
i) X B IESE A

B AR AR A X TR A
Hh—E B LA SRS AFR (ST Ll a/
the A0 ), LU BA [l il AFRAT N 4] B BT 5%
1, i HaE R ES A, 4 Yesterday saw Tom
arrive home early FJ LU%46t i Tom arrived home early
yesterday, T AR AFR Fi84) FERRIEAFRE
HRZhREFEE, PTLLE E8A)E0 (41 Money can’t
buy everything ) , L 7] DA J& % 2 A) 20 (40 Not
everything can be bought with money ) , XA Y 344
TR L. BeAl, Bl AR AFRIT A BBREAL
RALAEMELATEDGE TR, (SR RLSEIATRT L,
A ruler measures the size ( R8RS ) . TUERH
FRS A AT DA B iRk, TR — A B
TIATIN B Y DETE, . “EAREE—VIARPE”
A E UL AL “ Money can’t buy everything” . 18] 1
BB TR R R

AT &5a 5], dE—L Ut “JE AFRAT ) ”
ML FIINRE .

511 (a) He had shoes on — and yet (b) it was
only Friday. (c) He even wore a necktie, a bright bit of
ribbon.(d) He had a citified air about him (e) that ate
into Tom’s vitals. (Mark Twain: The Adventure of
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Tom Sawyer)

i 1 #55 Tom i B3 HE Y B g1, Ik
A SAATF, Hdr @)e)d) HEAFRTT AL, (b)
AR FEER], Fa—ARAE AFRIT ).
WZHE, A BT s ) e i A PR ARR
f7M4] “(s0) Tom felt very uncomfortable” , TS %«
MERM S BARRMZR, S5 - bR T ate
into XN AFRBHIRETE , WK 53 0 LA
(air) 4 Tom 7 >k (145 Z N 25 1) 07 THI 19 28 K R 3L
S Tk JEAFRAIT AR R) “HES . THH”
RORAERIRAR I

It #F , Hellen Keller f£ “ How I Discovered
Words” Wi .

ject for the time, only to renew it at the first opportu-

In despair she had dropped the sub-

nity. I became impatient at her repeated attempts and,
seizing the doll, I dashed it upon the floor. I was keenly
delighted when I felt the fragments of the broken doll
at my feet. Neither sorrow nor regret followed my pas-
sionate outburst. 1 had not loved the doll. B¢ H A4}
PRAR > W8 —TE S BRI A, LB S 57 IR
HF, BT M AR A b
AFRAT K] “1 didn’t feel sorrowful or regretful after
I burst out passionately” , i< BIFUIE AR, I
AR AR, ASSCE— 73§12 K 14 3L s 52 491

“ A view of Mt. Fuji can be obtained from here / The
discovery of new species will lead to new drugs” 4~
PEA “HEFIER HRFIE,

51 2 My sex, old age and poor English work
against me = I have the disadvantages of being a wo-
man, being old and being unable to speak English well,
in hunting a job.

WEEAE R RS — R ETE, I “ RN A
OB RS R R, BRI SC e, 38
Frhpe—Fub s R, B RR BT AT RE S ARARKAY
JBRBT, R, FEEALER “RdTY”, KAC
A REERR] “AEARR” WY E. AMAZ, 3t
AR AT AR T “HRTHE” RS 2
Ao FERLOI, PERI . AFRA OS], XAk
FON T EOR UG5S LIEZ R . AMEEAEE,
WAFA AR, R EAGHE A SRR, KREH
TEOUT . ERH X Be Bl SBT3
AR Z . ARV I STAHIRTR], A AN A
YA H A, I sex, old age and poor Eng-
lish BC7E FiE0E, EHCHTERIEAE, & “id”

TEWES, FPAC.

XADIREEC AW RN, T2 LAsRi
DMEFRATHERS SO S B ik 72 vk o0k 1 Jre IRk S5 17T
WAFRESIA R, BRZFEG Ty, T Ear b gtAT A e
Trere

f51 3 But no concrete plan occurred to him.
(Moss Roberts: Three Kingdoms)

) 3 FiEEAEAFRAY plan, shiAiE1E &R R
LR Bl occur, 42m]FK M plan 5 him AYIEH HL
JFeHE, Al PA%L e pl He didn’t work out any concrete
plan, WARUE—ANHEAFRTT AA], occur AR
FREEIE RS . B HREEiEZ 2
Bzhia), PR AT RLALE e NFRAT A A 0 Sl i) S 8
WIEANFREIEF A3, HIFAR R R,
Wrl DU 5 ARG . it My shfEaiik
2%, 14 The question is above me / over my head tH#f
JEAEAPRAT A

{5 4 The door yielded to my / a gentle push.

TERPETES T, TEAPRIERIAMAESL T, A
FRACIE AT LA a / the 4%, 1] 4 AT AU T gently
pushed the door open, L, REASCEML T —4
WA, (EARSHYE T I

2. AT R A SN TRBE

{515 The following day found Xuande a guest of
Cao’s once again. (Moss Roberts: Three Kingdoms)

] 5 FHAE AFRHY the following day 8 15, J&
2z NFRzhin) find, FEEFHEER AR Xuande, AJLI%E
e %, N FR AT M A) Cao invited Xuande to be a guest
once again the following day, Jf&A)7%A&EE 42 MR
NFREEA], ) A b A T
KRG 7 o SR, AR SO — 38 43 1 Fe iy 52 48]
The soft wind kissed the treetops H', ¥ “wind” [
MR ‘N7 SE R kiss XA ARRBIE, AR wind
B JEPEEIIRE, WAYE S ) e ), PR R
RN A] . “HEAFRIT A7 SR ATER A
FRENIE) 7 A —E AR, R EFEATIEA
FREFY “ N7 BRHE, (HAEIEZ 07 HAEAE I 0 X ],
W1,

( =) FAmEEHRRIRF

1. BIDGE LR
T DOEAMGIGEIRE N T “ A ARSI
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Tab.1 Differences between NAS and anthropomorphic sentences

DX FEAFRAT I EVYNG|
(LTEES ik BE ey KL 4

AFRAT R A, i Al m i AFR (22T, W RN MR CA” IS TR R A

A w g AHARTENARME ), DUERERIFLAAFRIT NA], W June
PN found him still declining (Emily Bronte: Wuthering Heights) =
He was still declining in June. ( Fsf[0] 4 i8]/ & HAE £ )

e (WAL, TSRS QBT

FEAFRAIT A A RSB LR RER L, (BAEDGEAL T AR
FE TRIGEDUR HMELISE, 4. His mistakes killed

FRIOFRIE, NEAERRERRIIELL, W: June, a

naughty child, roasts the earth like a steamer.

AR APRAMG AL, AEATSCRR I “ 4R

Y Z A AT L H B4, W (1) The soft wind

e his chance, — PURIR S T L2 (Pif “fuiiggiin Ko ihs irecions. BUCSERELN C IR, FUU

FEABRLSS " Jekdiesz ) o DU AT ASE A R iR

NFRAT AT S

REREAE) () BRORAE 2 A et P R R 2 —

Autumn dances with graceful melody.

Ay, TR R AT BUEAE
NFRAT R A RS e s Ao, (HEEs0 Ao
WAL BT, ORERER fEDUE IR E R B
TS LA CRIRTHEIE RN ) S ], A
“CORBRITE, WERERA AR, “ AR, ERE
HRRDL”, IRABER T, PR BRAR R X
B, BRI, mAMKACD T, “IRIERER,
HEFR— MR " 255, PO ENTRRAR AR LR
SRS AR MK, Bra] DU PR T
A, B CURBERRBAET B ok 7, “ RAE AT
DB SR, B PR A BE A% 7 HIE R 8 ok id
HL, R ME A PRI A BT, RITIRIB Y
i, —HAR”.

Bl6 (a) IRIMIFRZARA 2, REIRAILI?
(b) ATEAR, RIVEAZE, (o) HRRRERL.
(d) BREN—1Y), ERIT3h|ML, KRN —B
7, MIEERIA .

(ARMREREIL) IBRAD, BRTHRTFHL
EZESh, HiA R R R — RN R . AR (2)
FAFRAT R ar k], Jeii ] 3 A HE AR EiR AR
o AR RIRE (b) WA ARRETRA], 41 (o)
TCEFAR AT T A, SR CARRAZIEA
WMRAT IR FE0 26 4F ) 5 FIRE (d) ALEREE AR A
PR <37 pofesh, mE R AR “ Az
—AWy, gl T BIna—Be, BEEmsS T,
SEARAFRAT N A] . dnitt e B, ARt YR
A, AR, B &7 T orREIR R

2. BIRRSEDUNE H] Y T BE R 1L

(1) B3N
T BRI 1Y, DUER “dE NFRETHA)”
A AR AFRAT A b T AR 2 S A

HCAHR M, HASER “AEAFRIT RA]” BEEED)
REXELARSAEBIDOE, I &, SUHDGERA
FRAT M)

517 Your name obstinately escaped me.

RAEFCH “SR T WD A1
g, (HREDGERAXFRREIH, HEARE,
18] 7 BEREARBLNFTRA TR ) : {iﬁﬁ.{ﬂﬁx@ RN T

5 8 It hit him that happiness means being de-
lightful every day.

R T RFEDLEFRIR I, ] 8 HAeH AR ILE
INFRAT A “ HIRAR T, SEERUERKIFL .

W RARAFR FE 18R LN ) BB & D RELE AU E
[ AT L A g, WL E Sl

(2) WH

A AFRAT Ry A AE S i oAb T AR GO S5 1y b o
DUBE R AFRE T A /a) A AT Wb st A A e i i 4R AR
o), WS “HESE#T 80 “HR T B

B9 HATIAMKER, THEUHEZKAD.

(C=HEWE ) 5527 M)

Moss Roberts 75 &b U # f5 2 ) e 45 AR A FRTT
A1) Cao led his men back to the capital, but the loss
of Lord Guan weighed on him, 53515 55 H 4]
KA, RBERAFRAT AL ERE, BUS 75
BIETREEAK

Bl 10 HAERITIEAN, BARCH. ((=
78 ) 25 27 1))

KAR TR, TomSN¥. M) EiES
St ABSEiE M TS AR S “CAEAREYD T .
Moss Roberts #i% )54 i, Circumstances forced me
to kill Cao’s guards. It is not my wish, HUKEF A AR
THELS T circumstances (JE#), i T HE 1 H 52
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