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A Study on Implicit Attitude of News Evaluation:
A Frame Semantic Approach

SONG Jiannan
( School of English Studies, Xi’an International Studies University, Xi’an 710128, China )

Abstract: Attitudinal evaluation is one focus of news discourse analysis. Unlike the previous studies
which concern how linguistic evaluative resources realize news value, this study focuses on the media-
creating process of evaluative meaning. Based on the theory of frame semantics, the study explores the
evaluative process which is mutually constructed by contextual frames and value knowledge, and reveals
the implicit realization of attitudinal evaluation. It is found that semantic frames are experiential as well as
cultural, and their value attributes are key to implied news attitudes; shifted frames can guide readers to
recognize news events with specific moral references, and to infer the implicit attitudinal meanings;
semantic frames also act as independent signs of attitudinal meaning. The study aims to explore indirect

evaluative strategies in news discourse.
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511 1It’s been a turbulent week for markets, as
fears about the US-China trade war and the risk of a re-
cession have gripped investors.
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512 China in WTO has boosted world, domes-
tic economy.

{5 3 China poised to pump the brakes on run-
away economy growth from the recent crisis.
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51 4 Chinese influence has boomed in recent
years as the US and Europe nursed the wounds from a
devastating financial crisis; this has concerned several
countries, particularly the US.
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51 5 The Chinese currency has now depreciated
against the dollar, sending stock markets into a
tailspin... As demand for bonds grew the 10-year
Treasury yield took a nosedive on Wednesday, sinking
below 1.63%... Searching for safe places to put their
money, investors have flocked to gold, which tends to
do well during times of uncertainty.
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51 6  Fears about China’s economic health have
already rippled through financial markets... “ There is
a risk we get stuck in a feedback loop,” Bhave said.

“The Fed keeps cutting rates, trade policy keeps get-
ting more hawkish and the Fed runs out of ammunition
to fight the next recession.”
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51 7 The big wild card is how the trade war
between the United States and China, which began this
year, will play out in 2019 ...With talks stalling to try
to prevent a further escalation in the trade war, the
message from Washington is that the Shanghai gathe-
ring is merely window dressing.
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