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Relative Untranslatability in C-E Translation from the Perspective of
Topic Chain
—Taking Andrew Jones’ Translation of Chronicle of Blood Merchant

as an Example
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Abstract: Most of the domestic researches have studied Chinese-English translation strategies within the
framework of western theories, however, in recent years, research on the essential characteristics of
Chinese has achieved fruitful accomplishments. This paper, uninfluenced by Indo-European language
family and western theories, compares Yu Hua’s realistic novel Chronicle of Blood Merchant with its
English translation by Andrew Jones, categorizes the original text and its translation according to the
definition and characteristics of different topic chains, one of the essential characteristics of Chinese. The
paper explores relative untranslatability of the four topic chains at the linguistic level and the macro

translation strategies. It is found that the typical topic chains can be dealt with by comment-division
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translation strategy, that the nested topic chains can be rendered by topic-division strategy and the

embedded topic chains by subtopic-division strategy. As for the complex topic chains which are flexible

and changeable with the obvious and abundant zero anaphora can be coped with by topic-manifested-

division strategy.
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¥ Xu Sanguan grinned to himself... and he

looked down at his uncle. “Fourth uncle, I want to ask
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you something else.” "'
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¥ ... Xu Sanguan, cradling a bottle of yellow
rice wine and a carton of cigarettes in his arms... After
he slid the wine and the cigarettes across the tabletop,

he began a lengthy discourse...!""
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¥ Xu Yulan knew exactly what he was tal-
king about. She set down... Finally she sat squarely
down on the doorstep and began to wail, “What did I

do in my past life to deserve this?” "'
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E X ..they arrived at the Victory Restaurant.
The Victory Restaurant was... A mass of weeds grew
from in between the roof tiles, cascading over the eaves
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like eyebrows''®.
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3L After the three men finished their transac-
tion, they... Xu Sanguan followed closely behind the
other two. They kept their eyes to the floor, silent and
grimacing with pain..."”
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73X That afternoon Xu Yulan happily... so Xu
Sanguan bought her half a watermelon. They stood to-
gether on the wooden bridge as Xu Yulan happily de-
voured the watermelon. Then she happily proceeded to
hiccup"®.
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X Blood Chief Li sat behind a desk in the
blood donation room... his legs splayed to reveal his
crotch. All the buttons on his fly had fallen off, and a
pair of flower-print underwear peeked through the gap

16
between "
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¥ Xu Sanguan put down his chopsticks, lif-
ted his wine pot, and took a sip. The wine flowed down
his throat, warming his insides as it went, and he too
unwittingly emitted a long hissing sound...""”
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¥ Xu Yulan saw a thirty-year-old woman sit-
ting by his door scrubbing clothes on a washing board.
This, she knew, was He Xiaoyong’s woman. He Xiao-

s 3 16
yong’s woman was as skinny as a bamboo pole!”.
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¥ Xu Sanguan brought them... which stood
under the canopy of an old tree, its sides carpeted in
green moss. A wooden bucket with a length of neatly
coiled hemp rope tied to its handle lay to one side of
the well"".
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¥ ..Xu Sanguan took Xu Yulan to the Vic-
tory Restaurant. They sat at a table by the window...
And just like Ah Fang and Genlong, /e slapped the ta-

ble for emphasis as he called out the waiter..."”
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EX  Xu Sanguan, holding... Blood Chief Li was
sitting behind his desk, wearing a filthy white smock,
and holding a newspaper that had been soaked in oil,
because it was almost transparent..."""
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