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A Contrastive Study on Textless Back Translation from Translator
Behavior Criticism
—Taking Two Versions of A Short History of Chinese Philosophy

as an Example
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(1. School of Foreign Languages, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China; 2. College of Foreign Lan-
guages, University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China )

Abstract: Based on the theory of translator behavior criticism, this paper compares two Chinese
translations of Feng Youlan’s A Short History of Chinese Philosophy in different eras by Tu Youguang
and Zhao Fusan, exploring the linguistic features of the two translated texts and the social motivations
underlying the translators’ behaviors. The findings reveal that: 1) The two versions exhibit notable
distinctions in “intra-translation” linguistic features: Tu’s translation leans towards truth-seeking, whereas
Zhao’ s emphasizes utility-attaining and maintaining truth-seeking. 2) The linguistic distinctions reflect
different “extra-translation” social motivations: Tu Youguang’s translator identity as “a linguistic being” is

highlighted, and his linguistic truth-seeking for the original text is maximized; In contrast, Zhao Fusan as
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“a social being” is prominent, and his translator’s behavior is significantly influenced by patronage and

readers, prioritizing utility-attaining while still adhering to the premise of truth-seeking.

Keywords: textless back translation; translator behavior criticism; A4 Short History of Chinese

Philosophy; “Truth-seeking-Utility-attaining” Continuum
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5l 1 “He who knows the invariable is liberal.
Being liberal, he is without prejudice. Being without
prejudice, he is comprehensive... Being with the Truth,
he lasts forever and will not fail throughout his life-
time.”!""”*
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51 2 In the Chi Wu Lun it is also said: “Refer-
ring to... and remain there.” The realm of the infinite is
the realm wherein lives the man who has attained to the
Tao. Such a man not only has knowledge of the “one”,
but also has actually experienced it. This experience is
the experience of living in the realm of the infinite. He

has forgotten all the distinctions of things.."""
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{51 3 Thus with law and authority, the ruler rules
his people. He need have no special ability or high vir-
tue, nor need he, as the Confucianists maintained, sef a
personal example of good conduct, or rule through

. 111160
personal influence""®.
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ROFP “RTERE” MR R e, A X R SO A
SCRER, X, AT REs Rz
P T s HITRURN R RE BB 7, T DI 32k 3 0 0 1 D SC il
BEMBHIE SN M, RIEAIPER “ik
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5 4  For instance, the School of Names was
known to indulge in such arguments as: “a white horse
is not a horse,” which seems to have very little connec-
tion with politics... This is really the first step towards

the transformation of the world" """,
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51 5  Here Hsiin Tzu points out the difference

between what is of nature and what is of culture..!"""
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SRR RIS Y BT AE U RE T L R RO e S Y SR
T culture Hr LY Hig il “s0fb” XLUEAE
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